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commission of colonel upon the receipt hereof, and that he be restoied
to his proper rank, which is next below Colonel Muir1 in the mi<iiur\,
but neither of the said officers, nor such others as may have been promoted
to the rank of field officers or any others advanced to superior rank
contrary to our orders, are to receive the pay and allowances annexed
to their advanced rank until they shall have risen theieto, uccoiding
to the establishment of the army.
11. We shall take another opportunity of remarking, in stronger
terms, on the deviations from our orders in this respect. In the mean-
time we positively direct that you do not make any promotions of
held officers above the establishment on any account or pretence
whatsoever.
u. We have already given you our sentiments on your late niiliiuu
arrangements so far as they regard the appointment of oiiicers to superior
rank beyond the establishment of the army. We continue oi the same
opinion respecting such a disobedience of orders, and think it necessary
to repeat our directions that you do not appoint any additional held
officers on any pretence whatsoever. General Coote's last letter to us
Irom Fort St. George of so late a date as the sgth January 1785, has
confirmed us in our opinion on this subject. This letter was written
after your regulations had time to operate. The detachment under
Colonel Pearse was included in those regulations. The General must
therefore have experienced the ill effects of them. He has expressed
himself in the following words: "The swelling of the Bengal militan
list with the creation of such a number of field officers, and the advance
ment of the inferior ranks in proportion, has been productive of a
grievance severely felt by the Company's old and experienced officers on
this as well as on the Bombay establishment. As acting as they now
are upon the same services it has been attended with all the hardships
incident to supercession. The officers also in His Majesty's service,
whilst acting in this country, suffer from this new arrangement."
13.    However competent we may be to give an opinion upon the
appointment of officers to superior rank, yet we confess ourselves not
sufficiently able to judge of the plan for new modelling your corps of
native infantry.    Much must depend on local knowledge.    A plan*   the
objects of which were to lessen expences and to do justice to the native
troops, is certainly entitled to a liberal construction.    But as  we had
appointed  a Commander in Chief  of s-uch  distinguished   abilities   arid
experiende as Sir Eyre Coote his opinion ought certainly to have been
asked, and his approbation obtained, before you resolved  to put  it  in
execution.
14.    We cannot, however, avoid remarking on a very extraordinary
passage in the letter from General Stibbert on this occasion; and which
was adopted by you in your letter of the yth of January  1781.    Aftei
observing that abuses had, from a long course of practise,  insinuated
themselves throughout the army, and which were of a natuie  tending